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Townsend Open Space & Recreation Survey 2010

Townsend is in the process of updating its 1999 Open Space and Recreation Plan. This update will make Townsend
eligible to apply for state and federal grants for acquiring open space and for creating recreational facilities. A citizen
survey is an important part of the process. The Open Space and Recreation Plan committee wants to know your opinion
about how best to acquire, protect, maintain, promote and use our open space and recreational facilities.

In this survey, "Open Space" is defined as "public and privately owned lands that are important for a variety of reasons,
including recreation, agriculture, forestry, wildlife habitat protection, water supply protection, scenic interest or which
contribute to a more sustainable quality of life for the residents of Townsend.”

The survey should take you 15-20 minutes. Thank you for your interest in your town's open space.

1. Open space has financial implications for our town:

a) When the town acquires open space, no taxes are collected.

b) State acquired open space provides decreased taxes.

c) Land that becomes residential development collects taxes that rarely cover the
services provided.

Please give your opinion on open space financing:

Strongly agree Agree Neutr

®

| Disagree Strongly disagree
The town should acquire
more open space.

The town should
encourage the state to
acquire open space.

The town should finance
open space through a one-
time conservation surtax on
all taxpayers.

The town should finance

o O 00O
o O 00O
o O 0O
©c O 0O
o O 00O

open space by passing the
Community Preservation
Act, a surcharge with state
matching funds

The town should finance
open space through raising
the general tax rate.

The town should finance
open space by attracting
businesses and industries to
town

The town should finance
open space through
charging fees to use open
space land.

The town should finance
open space by soliciting
benefactors to contribute
sustaining funds.

O O O 0O O
o O O O O
o O O O O
O O O O O
O O O 0O O

The town should pursue
other methods, such as
purchasing development
rights, to curtail residential
development.

The Town should

O
O
O
O
O
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Townsend Open Spaca& Recreagm Surveyg ® ®

contribute annually to the
Conservation Land Fund at

Annual Town Meeting.

Other comments

2. The following are the Open Space and Recreation Goals from the 1999 Plan. Please
rank the importance of these goals for you today and in the future.

Somewhat .
Very important Important Neutral ) Unimportant
unimportant

Maintain high quality O O O O O
drinking water for the
residents of Townsend.
Ensure the quality,
vibrancy, and continued
usage of the Squannacook
River and its tributaries.
Protect and maintain the
quality of all surface waters
in Townsend, including
wetlands

Retain the natural
character and natural
heritage of Townsend
Provide increased access to
state and town owned lands
deemed to hold a
conservation value.
Develop active recreation
facilities.

Provide for maintenance of
conservation lands and
recreational facilities.

Establish a linked system of

o 00 O O O O
O 00 O O O O
O 00 O O O O
O OO0 O O O O
O 00 O O O O

open spacefrecreation
available to all town
residents

Comments or Additional Goal(s)
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Townsend Open Space & Recreation Survey 2010

3. Regarding your knowledge of Townsend’s recreation and open space facilities:

Strongly agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly disagree
| am aware of state owned O O O O O
recreation areas within the
town
I am aware of town owned
recreational areas within
the town
Townsend does a good job
communicating about open
space and recreation areas
The town should have
more web based
information available.
The town should have
more brochures available.
The town should have trail
maps and maps of the
recreation areas available.
Printed information should

O 0O O O O
O 00O O O O
O 00 O O O
O 0O O O O
O 0O O O O

be available for a fee.

Other comments:

4. Landscape character is defined as those features both natural and man-made that
give Townsend its unique character. Rate the importance of the following to
Townsend's natural landscape character:

Somewhat R
Very important Important Neutral . Unimportant
unimportant

Hills and views. O O O O O
Rivers, ponds, streams and O o O O O

wetlands

Foretacs O O O O o)

Please identify a site in town that you would most like protected:
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Townsend Open Space & Recreation Survey 2010

5. Landscape character is defined as those features both natural and man-made that
give Townsend its unique character. Rate the importance of the following to
Townsend's man-made landscape character:

Somewhat .
Very important Important Neutral . Unimportant
unimportant

Farmland
Historic Buildings
Cemeteries
Town Commeon

Other Town Parks

Historic relics, i.e. stone
walls, railroad trestles

Scenic roads

Neighborhoods

0/050]0/6,0/0]0)
OO0 OOO0000O
OO0 OOO0000O
01080]0/0,0/0]0)
00O OO0000

Please identify a site in town that you would most like protected:

6. Townsend’s rural character is enhanced by the wildlife that lives here. It is important
to protect Townsend's wildlife by protecting important habitats such as:

Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly disagree

Connections between O O O O

existing publicly-owned

O

lands to serve as travel
corridors for wildlife
Riverside land to serve as
travel corridors for wildlife.
Land bordering pends and
rivers as habitat for water-
dependent species.

Open land (e.g., pastures
and old fields) because this
habitat type is becoming
uncommon.

Forested land.

Unusual habitats (e.g.,
vernal pools, bogs, and
ravines).

Areas known to be used by

o 00 O OO
O 00 O OO0
O 00 O OO0
o 00 O OO0
O 00 0O OO0

rare species.

Other comments:
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Townsend Open Space & Recreation Survey 2010

7. Need for recreation facilities in Townsend

Strongly agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly disagree
| am satisfied with existing O O O O O
places for children to play
and recreate in Townsend.
| am satisfied with the O O O O O
places available in
Townsend for recreational
use by adults
| am satisfied with the O O O O O
general condition of these
facilities.

Other comments:
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Townsend Open Space & Recreation Survey 2010

8. Please rate the need you feel for the following recreational facilities.
Very much needed Needed Neutral Not needed Not at all needed

bike trails

outdoor amphitheater
conservation areas
recreation center
children play areas
tennis courts

family picnic areas
paintball area

sport fields

receational vehicles area
basketball courts

fishing area

hiking & skiing trails
town pool

ice skating rink

handball courts

local neighborhood parks
mountain biking trails
skateboard park

hunting

dog play area
community gardens
running/jogging
rollerblading

horseback riding
boating/canoeing
environmental education
town beach

golf course

miniature golf

golf driving range

0/0/0/0/0/0/0/610/0/0/610.0/610/6/0/0/0/6/0/0/0,0/010/6]0/0]0)
0/0]0/0/0/0,0/010,0]6/0/0.0/0/0,0]0/0/0,0/010/0/0/010,0]0]0]0)
0/0]00/0]0,0/010,0]0/0/0.0/010,6/0/0/0,0/010/0/0/010.0]0]0]0)
010/0/0/60/0/0/010/010/010/0/010/6/0/010/6/0/6/0,0/010/6]0]0]0)
010/010/60/0/0/010/0]0/010/0/60/0/6/0/60/0/6/010/6]0/0/0/6]0]0]0)

Other comments:
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9. How often do you visit the following in Townsend for recreation?

Don't know where it is Very often Often

z
@
<
@

Town Common

Howard Park

Pearl Hill State Park
Willard Brook State Park
State Walking Trails
Town Walking Trails
School Playgrounds
Senior Center

Library

Squannacook River
Other Rivers

Old Meetinghouse Park
Basbanes Trail

Craven Field

010/0]0/6/0.0/610,0]0/610/0]0;
0]0/00/0/0.0/0/0,0]0]0/0.0]0;
0]0/00/0/0.0/0/0,0]0]0]0.0]0;
elololeleloolelolololclol0l0k
010/0/0/610/0/60/0/6]0]010/0]0;

Squannacook Meadows

Other comments:

10. If you feel improvement is needed in Townsend for bicycling and walking from one
place to another, then an important aspect would be to:

Strongly agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly disagree

Build more sidewalks
Widen state roads

Widen town roads

Develop MBTA rail bed as
a rail trail

Add bike lanes to roads

More bike safety training

Stricter enforcement of
speed limits
Make it easier for

O OO0 OOOO
O 00O 0000
040 0/020/0/0]0)
O 000 0000

O 000 0000

Townsend children to bike
or walk to school

Other comments:
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Townsend Open Space & Recreation Survey 2010

11. Maintenance of existing town Open Space and Recreation Areas should be
accomplished through:

Strongly agree

>
-]
@
@

Neutral Disagree Strongly disagree

Volunteers

Town hired grant writer
Grants

Taxes

Donated funds

School or scout projects

O00O000
0]0/010/0]0.0
0]0/010/0]0.0
OO000O000
OO000000

Usage fees

Other comments:

12. Would you be willing to participate in the maintenance and development of
Townsend’s recreation and open space facilities? (If you would like to volunteer, please
email clem6six@verizon.net)

Often Occasionally Rarely Never Don’t know
| would assist an occasional O
work crew
I would assist in ongoing O
maintenance.
| would assist in distribution O

of information.

O00O
O00O
ONORONE)
O00O0

I would be willing to
participate on a committee
to manage open space.

Other comments:
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13. Water supply protection

Strongly agree

| am knowledgeable of O

existing bylaw protections

p:d
g
4]
@

of our water supply.

| take precautions to protect
the groundwater on my own
property.

| am concerned about
chemical spills and road
salt entering the water
supply.

I would like more
information regarding
groundwater and how it can
be protected.

| am in favor of purchasing
strategic parcels of land to
protect the aquifers of the
town.

| know where the public
water supply wells are in
town.

| know where the aquifers

oo O O OO0
O o0 O O O 0O O

are in town.

Other comments:

14. Historic assets in Townsend

Strongly agree

bd
g
4]
@

The documented history of

O

Townsend should be
preserved for future
generations.

Historically significant
buildings and sites should
be preserved.

Historically significant
buildings and sites should
have public hours.
Townsend's history should
be promoted.
Townsend's colonial village
appearance should be
preserved.

A more defined walking

O 0O O O
O 0O O O O

area of our Historic Districts

would be beneficial

Other comments:

Neutral

O o0 O O O 0O O

Neutral

O 0O O O O

Disagree

O

OO O O 0O O

Disagree

O

O OO O O

Strongly disagree

O

oo O O OO0

Strongly disagree

O

O 0O O O
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15. How long have you been a resident of Townsend?

O Less than 5 years
O 5- 10 years

O 10 - 20 years
O 20 - 30 years
O > 30 years

16. Do you or anyone else in your household own property in Townsend which can be
described as (check all that apply):

D House with < 2 acres

D House with 2 or more acres

D Developable residential land

D Developable commercial/industrial land

D Forest land (Chapter 61 and >10 acres)

D Agricultural or horticultural land (Chapter 61A and >5 acres)
D Recreational land (Chapter 61B and >5 acres)

D Land with any kind of conservation restrictions (other than Ch. 61)

17. Which of the following best describes your current living situation? (Check all that
apply)

O single/couple household

O family with children (ages 0-11)

O family with children (12-18)

O family with children (19+)

18. What is your age group?

O Less than 18 years
O 18-30 years
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SUMMARY OF SURVEY RESPONSES

1. Open space has financial implications for our ton:

a) When the town acquires open space, no taxes am@lected.

b) State acquired open space provides decreased éax

¢) Land that becomes residential development collestaxes that rarely cover theservices provided.
Please give your opinion on open space financing:
A majority of respondents are in favor of open gppieservation for recreation and other uses, aud @et of them
understand the cost of residentiavelopment

Some respondents could benefit freducationwith regard to alternative financing methods, jpses for
conservation, preservation and need for recredtfandities.

Other respondents were in favor of open space asan, but only in betteeconomictimes.

Some respondents thought that open space woulcbhetprve the rural feel of Townsend, while otheught enticing
industry to Town would help defray the cost of prestion.

There were four specific self-interests mentioemseback riding, ATV trails, rail trail, and aresgh no hunting
allowed.

2. The following are the Open Space and Recreatiddoals from the 1999 Plan. Please rank the importamcof
these goals for you today and in the future.
To provide the ranking, the percentage of the categ Very Important and Important were combined.
» Maintain high quality drinking water for the reside nts of Townsend. (94.1%)
» Ensure the quality, vibrancy, and continued usagefdahe Squannacook River and its tributaries.
(92.5%)
> Protect and maintain the quality of all surface waérs in Townsend, including wetlands. (88.2%)
o The goals and objectives established in 1999 dreedevant and dominant in the minds of the
current residents.
o Water Quality Protection both above (Surface Watansl below ground (Aquifer Protection) are at
the top of the list in importance.
0 A guestion about creating links between parcelsrepgunany comments about a linear recreational
park through Townsend, the rail trail bike path.

3. Regarding your knowledge of Townsend'’s recreativand open space facilities:
* Responders felt they had good awareness of locedaton areas yet did not feel the town does a gulo
supplying information.
* More maps and information should be available,paerly web based information.
e 70% felt they were familiar with the town recreatiareas. However 49% felt the town did a poorgbb
communicating about its open space and recreate&asa
*  Most thought the town should have more info avéddatith 91% indicating need for maps

4. Landscape character is defined as those featurbsth natural and man-made that give Townsend its nique
character. Rate the importance of the following tofownsend's natural landscape character:

The following was the order of importance of théunal landscape character: 1. water bodies 2.5ttn&cts 3.
Hills/views

1. The greatest number of comments in regptithis question focused on the Squannacook Rivéithe
Harbor Area

2. The Town’s protected forest preservesthadnany walking trails through these areas wenetioreed often.

3. Protecting Farmland from development wasagor concern

Responses to the question Please identify a stin thatyou would most like protected:1. Squannacook River 2.
Harbor 3. Town Forest 4. Trail Systems 5. Ash Sw&nidoward Park 7. Amadon property

5. Landscape character is defined as those featurbsth natural and man-made that give Townsend its mique
character. Rate the importance of the following taTownsend's man-made landscape character:
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1. The greatest number of comments focuseti@iown Common, the three historic districts farchland
under development pressure.

» The following was the order of importance of than-made landscape that residents would like proteed
is: 1. Common. 2. Other Town Parks. 3. Historic haig. 4. Farmland. 5. Scenic Roads. 6. Histori¢dRel.
Cemeteries. 8. Neighborhoods.

» Responses to the questiBlease identify a site in town that you would modike protected: The three
historic center, The Harbor, The Common, and Westrsend. Other places mentioned as distinctivié: A
Cemeteries, Howard Park, Railroad trestle, Stoitgbrin West Townsend, Joanna Giworski Property,
Downtown Main Street, Hog Hill and Haynes Area, Stzsck Farm, any neighborhood that attracts families

6. Townsend’s rural character is enhanced by the Jdlife that lives here. It is important to protect Townsend’s
wildlife by protecting important habitats such as:

less than 5% of the responses were strongly disamrdisagree with all questions and more than @58te responses
were agree or strongly agree with the questions.

Travel corridors along rivers had the most peoplerested in protecting it (88% agreed or strorgjseed), with only
2% disagreeing or strongly disagreeing.

Forested land had almost the same number of padplested in protecting it as riverside land (8@§6eed or strongly
agreed), and fewer disagreeing with the statenteb®%{ disagreed or strongly disagreed).

Unusual habitats and areas known to be used bygpaaes were the losers, with 77% of the respdsdsgreeing or
strongly agreeing to protect them and 4% of thpaedents disagreeing or strongly disagreeing.

Travel corridors between protected pieces of |santt] beside water bodies as habitat for water-ddgr@ranimals, and
open land were in the middle, with 83-85% of resfants agreeing or strongly agreeing that they shbelprotected
and 2% disagreeing or strongly disagreeing.

But the majority of respondents wanted to protéatfehe wildlife habitats mentioned.
Comments were split between those agreeing andrdisiaag.

Some points that came up:

* Nuisance wildlife—beavers (1 person)

* Whether the respondent agreed or disagreed weydndl on the method of protection (3 people). Takinay
landowner rights was a no-no; buying land a polisiliepending on price.

» Spend money on education rather than wildlifed@pbe)

« A few comments seemed to show that the persorkm@sledgeable about wildlife and regulations (3).

» Only one person was unclear on the feasibilitwitdlife protection techniques.

7. Need for recreation facilities in Townsend

Teen Center
Bike Trail / Walking Paths
Skateboard Park

* Out of 223 responses; 80 (35.9%) strongly agreeéatrat they are satisfied with existing placescfoldren
to play and recreate in Townsend. 97 (43.5%) styotdigagree/disagree and 46 (20.6%) remain neutral.

* Out of 224 responses; 80 (35.7%) people stronglyedggree that they are satisfied with the plavasadle
in Townsend for recreational use by adults. 954%3.strongly disagree/disagree and 49 (21.9%) nemai
neutral.

* Out of 220 responses; 75 (34.1%) people stronglyedggree that they are satisfied with the geroeradiition
of the existing facilities. 71 (32.2%) strongly aisee/disagree and 74 (33.6%) remain neutral.

* Comments include; the need for tennis courts ,biiing paths ,skateboard park ,basketball coarts,
recreation area for teens and for better upkeexisfing town fields and parks.
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8. Please rate the need you feel for the followingcreational facilities.

» Thetop ten areasof importance that are very much needed/neededsdi@lows; bike trail, hiking and skiing
trails, conservation areas, environmental educatioming/jogging, boating/canoeing, basketballrtsu
recreation center and sport fields.

 Top comments included the need for bike trailspsming area ,,tennis courts, basketball court, dog,p
golf/miniature golf and the upgrade/create neighbod playgrounds.

9. How often do you visit the following in Townsendor recreation?

Thetop five visited recreational areasn Townsend are as follows; Town Common, Libr&@guannacook River,
Willard Brook State Park, and State Walking Trails.

Many commented on not knowing where the areas thetenere listed; especially Basbanes Trail, Sqaenok
Meadows and Howard Park.

10. If you feel improvement is needed in Townsenaf bicycling and walking from one place to anotherthen an
important aspect would be to:
» The majority of the people felt the need to buildresidewalks for those bicycling and walking frome
place to another.
* Improving pedestrian and bicycle access in our tsaantop recreational priority in our town. Tidldwing
all got very strong support in the survey:
0 Adding more sidewalks
0 Building the proposed rail trail
o Finding safe routes to schools

11. Maintenance of existing town Open Space and Reation Areas should be accomplished through:
» Donations ranked highest for funding
* Volunteers for maintenance
» Taxes were the least supported for either fundmgaintenance.

12. Would you be willing to participate in the mairienance and development of Townsend’s recreation dropen

space facilities?

* Most responders would be willing to “occasionalgsist with local recreation and open space fesslit

» agood percentage would be willing to sometimetigipate in maintenance work, but not too many were
interested in serving on a committee to accomphigh

13. Water supply protection
A majority of respondents were in favor of protagtour ground water resources, but could benefihfeducation
with regard to water source cycle and how theiivaies affect the outcome.

Some respondents need to know where to obtainn&tion on alternative fertilizers and pesticidex] amformation on
individual wells.

14. Historic assets in Townsend

» 5respondents were not historically minded

» 6 respondents would like to see more local histaught in our schools, and more information on Tesnd'’s
history available for newcomers.

» 5respondents would like to see historical aredspaoperties preserved, if possible. Some woulel tile
center brought back to look more colonial.

» 2 respondents would like trails through our hist@ieas, off the main roads. Picnic areas at tlibdd&@ond
were suggested.

» 2 respondents would like maps of the historic aes@slable.

* Only 60% of the total survey respondents caredhatown history be preserved for the future.
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OPEN SPACE & RECREATION SURVEY COMMENTS 11/17/2010

QUESTION 1 COMMENTS:

1.
2.

ogswW

RB©O©oN

18.

19.

20.

29.

The town should spend tax dollars wisely, anmplsis could buy land.

If your goal is to provide a truly fair questi@ire, then providing loaded comments at the Iea&ill not do it. This is not a
scientific survey and | hope you will not use isieggest otherwise.

It is very important that space for the purpoikorse back riding be maintained!!

Adopt a current use policy similar to NH

I am not knowledgeable of the Community Preg@magAct or anything else in this section for thadatter.

Promoting residential development will only esroperty taxes in the long run. Encouraging comiakdevelopment should
lead to lower property taxes in the future.

There should be no taking of privately ownedilag emminant domain.

We cannot afford higher taxes. Please, letls foomore business ways to raise more money.

We support any initiative that will bring a R@ilail to Townsend.

We need a rail trail. it would benefit so marepple.

Raiding money for open space should be donevainén excess money is available. When moneylig, tigis shouldn't be
considered.

Community Preservation Act has widespread |sc@&0 why create the wheel?

Many people who live in Townsend cannot affartdx increase, and would be making decisions altbether to move out of
town, or whether to pay a real estate tax or magbsevere as heat their home, or eat every meal.

I think in today's economy times are tightéeeryone and raising taxes is not a good option!

Allow ATV riding on town open space

At this time | believe we have enough open spac

. we have lived here in Townsend for a 27 ye&mme may think the town doesnt have much to dfferthat is what is special

about Townsend and the surrounding towns...we ldavé services that increase taxes, we dont aftemqtle who cant pay. It
is much the same peaceful community that drew tesinethe first place. In an incredibly stressfudnid, it nice at the end of
the day to - come home.

BUYING LAND IS CHEAPER THAN PAYING FOR SERVICEBHAT COME WITH NEW RESIDENTIAL
DEVELOPMENTS, LIKE POLICE, FIRE, SCHOOLS, ETC.

They stopped making land a long time ago. 8e ganow for us and the future generations fochitdrens to enjoy. Put the
land in perpetuity. The state land is NOT listée fihat. It can become a state prison tomorrow.....

In this fiscal climate, asking taxpayers argltttwn the pay for open space is a difficult chrjie But relative to the needs of
the community and the amount of open space in Temshselative to other neighboring communities, tveudd support this
agenda and further explore options when the fidloalate moderates/improves.
http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/habitat/grangslip_home.htm

. All means available to support open space.
. About 26% of "open space" exists within Towrsboundaries of which about 23% is State owned.riBanwd does not control

State owned space.

If open space is acquired and hunting *notsva#td 1'd be more than happy to pay a user fee!

I no longer live in Townsend thank god.

In the end, open space costs less than devkfwpperty because a household never pays baekrtbant in property taxes that
it costs to educate all the children.

. we need large business in town to pay somg tefes. homeowners should not bear the burdemiékdo
. We need to stop further development. We (tagetlith other non-urban communities) need to stpigig money to the state

in hopes of getting some back (spreading it aroud need to become self sufficient with regartht@s and services. This
means striking a comfortable balance between ss\aad taxes. We are not a poor people - evemié sodividuals are poor.
The need is to disempower the state and retuonits simple functions of running the courts, thecgons and the militia.
Towns will then gravitate to their own level - &svias in the beginning.

The Town should encourage people who haveldgrgiving tax reductions for keeping it as undepeld, Open Space.

QUESTION 2 COMMENTS:

1.

2.
3.

©No

Encourage Volunteerism to keep up conservatindd and rec facilities. Make it a party - firstah up, then party/celebrate
together afterward.

Create a rail trail

| don't see either the utility or viability of'Bnked system" of open space or recreation. Dwetis spread out far enough that
linking them makes little to no sense to me.

Ensure that trails are maintained for equine dsi@ the ELCR efforts by starting a local legphitwww.elcr.org/index.php.
There may be more collaborative efforts out theesmtwe know of if tax breaks were given for thared land. I'd be very
interested in joining.

I think it is also important to provide largesas of "wild lands" for wildlife habitat - largeesas are needed for a healthy
wildlife population.

Control clear cutting of our woodlands.

Get a rail trail put in!

Would not increased access to conservationdantbromise conservation?
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

16.

17.

18.
19.

20.

21.
22.

23.

24.
25.

Our families need more recreation places. Pletisgorovide more parks, playgrounds, rails fetour community. We don't
even have public basketball courts, or tennis sourt

So hard to commit money when money is tighst lomestion, | am hoping refers to the Rail Tralaluable use for space not
being utilized now. This can bring revenue, pedpl®own and enrich the space for all citizens.

We need more manicured parks and facilitieke(the town common). Townsend already has plehopen space but it would
be good to fit out some of these wild forest argtls groomed trails for convenient public access.

I'd like to see the rail trail happen.

We definitely need to work on our drinking watge've had quite the issues in the last yeaobr s

TOWN RECREATION NEEDS SERIOUS HELP, OUR FIELB8E NOT ON PAR WITH OTHER TOWNS WE PLAY.
The priority should be to maintain drinking @matthen ensuring usage of Squannacook River AN@ eetlands. Then
development of recreation facilities and mainteapfcconservation/recreation (ideally through voaens).

Drinking water is always most important! Oucneational fields are sad and embarassing. Fudtirethe youth, by not putting
funds into the fields in which our children playos¥s everyone how little the town of Townsend valitiesyouth and their
social growth. Wetlands, conservation, and histhrguld not be valued more important than our istareour children.

The town needs a rec center especially forste®mown pool would be best as it would offer eayphent and give kids and
families a place to "hang out." Local events ccadcheld there in the summer as well (music, art...)

Incursion into prime habitat regions shouldbeimal

Drinking water should be in the forefront. Amsald maintaining the character of the town. | étidve however that Townsend
needs to attract more business to help defraydsieand should not solely rely on property tax. Widave to see a rail trail in
town for safer biking walking etc. As a residentran13 | do not feel safe walking on my stredtelieve some groups need to
take more responsibility in fund raising to maintai their sports fields etc.

Since you could only choose one goal for eaoking - | strongly feel that ensuring the quadityibrancy of the Squannacook
/ retaining the town's natural character & herithgeotecting all surface waters including wetlandire all extremely
important.

What about the Rail Trail?

We need rec facilities such as distributed graynds and basketball courts within walking dis&for all town residents.
Young kids should be able to walk to playgroundthaut being driven by parents. We need conserved space which
unconditionally prohibits "recreational” activitisach as dirtbike, ATV and snowmobile usage.

All cost should be donated and the use of tekns. There are not enough programs to help sen@w to help on their tax bill
and they have the life experience to do what neztie done to do this. As a Master Plumber, Licer&earinkler Contractor
and member of Pipefitters Local 537 in Boston aadehbeen in construction for over 35 years thezevany things i could do,
that is just as an example of the type of taleat thsides in Town and that could be used to hiélpavhuge amount of the
work that would have to be done with little or mastto the Town. We can not afford to put any tgptax or assessment on the
people in this economy. It has to be an in towrgpm with maybe one person hired to put the systgulace and work as a
facility manger/construction manger. Seniors canafiord any hike in cost of any kind.

Bike path

I am not in favor of Townsend spending any nyarerecreation or land until our schools are fuhpgeperly.

QUESTION 3 COMMENTS:

1.
2.
3.

4.

Web-based is definitely the way to go.

The state park and friends of Willard Brook havaps, etc.

More brochures? We have some already? Yes,¢bsite could be far more useful than it is - noc&sdhere. And the
brochures could potentially be subsidized by Ideadiness advertising or something of the sort.

Education on the trails and the proper use/reaarice of the trails is critical. Including speamibrmation such as hunting
seasons opening and closing, proper trail etiquetten encountering horses.

i think we should concentrate on having infolioraavailable on line and let people print whatytheed.

I hadn't thought about it, but printed inforroaticould be available for a nominal fee that caddo the Conservation Land
Fund, or at least cover the cost of the materidie. cost should be very low.

Local residents free, visitors for a fee.

The town common continues to be used as a piguet up signs. The Welcome Home Veterans sigrsaiagd its purpose and
can be moved to the Town Hall lawn if necessary.

| agree with fees only if absolutely necessarprbvide the maps.

I'd like to see land open to motorized recoedi vehicles.

Put it all on the town's website.

If all information was on a website we couléhpour own brochures and maps saving the town mone

It depends on the activity, price, and feaitjbds to whether fees should charged.

| think web-based information should be freeibpeople want a map trail brochure, they shdwdge to pay for it.

. We have maps.

The initial distribution to residents shouldfbee. Any secondary requests should have a fee

all this info should be available, free, onweb.

There should be both web and printed informafithe generations are split between technologyhand on info. | don't think
any tax payer should have to buy information aloatplace in which they reside.

Information should be posted on the town's webisut without going on a goose chase to find it.

Have more web based information - | love teelakd mountain bike but I'm not able to find detaih what paths are available
for this for residents and where they lead too.
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21.
22.

23.
24.
25.
26.
27.

If information is available online, printed @anfmation should be available for a fee.

| spend a lot of time in the woods every dapd prefer not to be bumping into a lot of peopleat defeats the purpose. If
people are interested enough to find a place,lttieg it. Those are the folks that appreciate ldred and take care of it and all
the creatures within. If you make everything knowm start having people come in from other townmre trash, noise,
nuisance. Maps would be great - maybe an online pdf no advertising of the fact. You can alreéidg maps of the areas in
town either through the state's website, Willardd¥'s site, etc.

| was not certain how to answer the last gaestt would depend on the fee.

Enough with the fees already. Put it on the.web

Minimize the paper hand outs. Do as much asilpiesonline.

Again no cost to people of town.

Everything should be available online. Townsisrtill in the 1800's regarding their use of veplace.

QUESTION 4 COMMENTS:

1.
2.
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20.

View to Mount Wachusett from Route 119

On Rte 119, heading west, after you pass &&lirp., there is a relatively open stretch theluitles Gary's Farmstand on one
side: would love for both sides of the road to remanbuilt. Also: Rte 119 along the Harbor pond lddue so beautiful, but
now it is one of the ugliest places in town.

Harbor Pond and surroundings

Around the Harbor Pond area

Ash Swamp

Harbor Pond

Squannacook River

Townsend Harbor

Area between Wallace Hill Rd and Haynes Rd.

Pearl Hill and the trails on Shirley Road, MegtHouse Road Trails are nice as well.

They are all important. but | would protect iiddal parcels near/adjacent to the new Townseifld¥MA, and the granite
quarry next to the Townsend State Forest, and Asm$.

Squannacook River

Squannacook River; | love walking on all théhgahat access the river.

Townsend State Forest

the harbor

Cut back some of the trees. Trees should rawbeoh upon utility lines and roads. Provide thedents with places that offer
vistas and views.

pearl hill and willard brook areas

Squanacook River

We are neglecting the upkeep of open fieldpéoticular wildlife. It would be good to bring daa number of areas in town
that use to be fields. | think this is very impottta

I would like to see "Leave No Trace" policiesplace for Howard Park. While we do not have #sources to actively enforce,
we should at least have rules to curtail activiliiles parking vehicles, dumping yard waste, spraynfing and hanging signs on
trees, digging firepits, raking and removing rotkgroom running trails, etc.

. There is an area off of Dudley Road where pebiie, and off road bike.

Harbor Pond

townsend hill

Townsend State Forest

river

Forrest land

Along streams and rivers; & rail line.

. Wooded area between Emery Road area and Tieebedrk

Land off of Warner/Ball Road

. Any aquifer district or aquifer overlay needstpction

. Sauannacook River Banks

. The state owned property heading North on Rb8taway from town!
. ALL THE STATE FOREST LANDS.

Amadon property abbuting the land the town omesting house park and the land behind the can th&ssame and the land
30 aceas that are locked off highland street tlwatldvfill in the map of meeting house park. Thedas owned by the person
who just built the 5000 square foot house just ftbmtop right side on Highland......Also the fialdd land accross from that
house. its part of a wildlife corridor.

. Willard Brook and related lands.
. The various trails around town, we like thestit go behind the Squanacook and Hawthorne Brook

Harbor Pond

. Townsend Common

. Trail head on Old Meeting House road, for one.

. Squannacook River

. two regions important to habitat: 1) Townsernlt] Bl) area at the closed landfill

Everywhere along the Squannacook River - aadifta at the old quarry.
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43. townsend state forest

44. Townsend State Forest

45. I'm not much of a nature person, but | havespeme time walking the area around the Squani&yeér - it would be
important to me to see that area maintained.

46. Squannacook Meadows on West Meadow Road

47. Squanacook River, Townsend Hill

48. Howard Park

49. iwould like the rail trail to be developedd&iin this town have nowhere to ride bikes

50. Wetlands are important, but every puddle issnettland. Wetland protection is abused as attolaiit development and
consequently the rights of other owners of moddraddarge parcels. Limit developments with horsdstightforward bylaws
find a way to make that work. Repeal the intrusitage laws that force us to accommodate developdrslarge fees for
developers to fund joint lawsuits with other towwasepeal these laws (e.g. 40B).

51. The historical Harbor area.

52. The Ledge in West Townsend

53. watershed areas

54. Townsend State Forest

55. Harbor section

56. Barker Hill Road

QUESTION 5 COMMENTS:

1. Railtralil

2. Not sure what you mean by protecting neighbadsoBut anything irreplaceable should be cared for.

3. howard park

4. Town Common

5. Former property of Joanna Giworsky on Ball Rdést period cape style house with many origiealtfires and 40 acres.

6. I'm not sure that these things give Townsenaniqie character.” (I'm not sure Townsend *hashigue character!) Almost
everything that maintains appearances as theyedpedmaintain character, such as it is - butgfaample, to what extent is the
old bank building maintaining character and to wéent is it an expensive to maintain eyesore?fdimeer library is
attractive, by contrast, but needs a use, ratlaer jilst remaining a decaying empty shell.
Cemeteries need to be maintained, regardless odatea Stone walls and railroad trestles are igumit how many of them
and under what cost to private ownership?

7. Town Common

8. The Harbor

9. Perhaps the "downtown Main St" area could becad point. | don't know how - maybe give the Hist€ommission more

authority? Improve the sign laws? Change the lighto have a more old-fashioned appearance? P& along the
sidewalks? We would need a fund to help store osvmeke changes

10. Squannacook River

11. Stone bridge on Canal St.

12. Neighborhoods invite families.

13. historic buildings

14. The old railroad that cuts through the middleansend should be turned into a bicycle trail.

15. common area

16. Harbor Pond

17. Common

18. keep the hog hill and haynes area free fronmttusing development that will ruin the wet landd all its creatures

19. The trestle bridge by the old library.

20. The historic buildings are an important partwafio Townsend is".

21. Farmland, | am upset that the Rossbach farchasbtheir cows, | don't want to see their lantisaff to developers next.

22. Town Common

23. Town Common

24. townsend harbor and west townsend

25. common and parks

26. The town's common

27. Town Common

28. rail line.

29. We need to paint the town gazebo, | think tiventshould have a painting party! I'm in, howevemenunication is the key, if
people don't know they can't help out! :)

30. Town common

31. Iwould like to see farmland (fields) protecsedthey do not turn into housing developments.

32. I'm not sure, they all need protection to aaderdegree ..I am more interested in the wetlamat®t protection..in addition we
need to protect our wildlife

33. Common

34. Rossback Farm must, MUST be protected..........

35. Townsend harbor waterfall
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36.

37.
38.
39.

40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.

47.

48.
49.
50.
51.
52.

Town Common should be kept in great conditioth protected. It symbolizes our pride in the towd ¢ghus should be the best
looking spot around.

Rail beds, with an eye to a rail trail.

Townsend Common.

ALL OF IT. (Neighboring towns do a great jobpséserving stone walls, maintaining historic bimiggs,in addition to filling
their pot holes. We don't seem to have enoughdb tinat.) Town Common. The Cooperage/falls areg. gopular road that
provides a point of entry for our visitors comirgdur town.

Rossback's Farm - going out of business.

Memorial Hall and adjacent historic buildings.

The harbor area.

Townsend Harbor- The Cooperage, Grist Mill, &ariravern abd Harbor Pond.

The Town Common.

rail trail.

We have enough strip malls and more than endaght shops. We must find a way to prohibit anytfer multi-family slums
like Pine Ridge or the one on Turnpike Rd.

The three Historic Districts in Town. The HistdDistrict Commission is not doing a good jobnedintaining the character of
these districts by allowing things that are notparofor the area.

The historical harbor area.

The Common.

common.

The Common.

I am not in favor of Townsend spending any ryaorelandscape character until our schools areddndoperly.

QUESTION 6 COMMENTS:

1.
2.

10.

11.
12.

13.
14.
15.

rare species habitat verified by knowlegibletraparty

With growth being what it is it is importantpootect all the open space we can. When it is dgidsegenerally gone for ever or
will be expensive and timely to recreate.

Nothing more important than preserving wildlife.

If we invest in pasture and field preservatiomill be important to keep them open. Don't let$e open areas become grown
over with trees. We already have enough forrested in the area.

get rid of the beavers which are ruining largzaa

This is the most important issue beside watetegtion

Not sure what | would be agreeing to here. ilkies away rights of the landowners and theiitgtié manage their property the
way they see fit, then | strongly disagree.

The state of Mass likes to know and buy land ltlaa vernal pools. work with them first then agefathe owner of the
property.

I am nuetral on this because | need more spénffirmation to give an oppinion. Habitat preséiois important but to take it
to the extremes in which it has outrageous prige @ restricts residents, | feel that we needhid fiddle ground. As for the
rare species, they need to be relocated to plakesvthey can thrive with out the interferenceesfidential growth and general
human interference. Townsend is well populatedyemdare risking the rare species by not findingrtteesecluded place to
thrive, as Townsend has already been infultrategdmple and at this point you can't remove the faion and it's growth.
Something should be done to resolve the togfting area problem around the soccer fieldsn't dmow what but fencing or
something like that to control use.

more areas for NO hunting

| can agree to the town acquiring for sale @larto achieve these goals. | can not approveeofawn imposing its will on
private landowners to by forcing them to use theids in any manner other than as the landownerfggether than housing
development).

Items 2,3,& 5 are already protected resourcedeitter directed towards unprotected areas

Not my main concern - rather funds were use@dacation

I am not in favor of Townsend spending any nyamewildlife until our schools are funded properly

QUESTION 7 COMMENTS:

we have nothing for our kids or pm programs nhmshs offer something

i would like the bike/walk path otherwise i jggt to other towns/states for things i want to do
Don't know enough about any of them to comment.

kids not engaged in good things, become engagetther things

need a teen center

If it wasn't for the new library, | would have disagree with these statements.

Preserring of open space and trails is critical

Tennis courts for the community would be great

Too new to town to know about these.

Generally in poor shape and not enough sigrEagking or communication of the areas.

. The Townsend parks are not kept up, the mowttregirash, even the portable potties... a shame!
. We need more options: like golf, tennis colrtssketball courts, snow tube... Things like tho¥&hat if we bring private

companies to offer recreation in our town?
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13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

22.
23.

24.
25.
26.
27.

28.

29.

30.

31.
32.

This town places very little importance on gemeral upkeep and appearance of public areag;party the children's
playground and playing fields. Trash removal anaving are rarely done in a conscientious mannerthadesult is run-down
and trashy looking areas. The port-a-potties agéected also.

As an example of the lack of detail that our DQiEspinto their work, in the newly repaved Spauldiagking lot, the mess that
was left behind over a year ago from the rearrapgfrthe lot is still there today. This should hdeen tidied up immediately;
instead we have piles of sand and stone alongdtimeters of the parking that just contribute te diverall appearance of lack
of care in this town. Why can't they just finiske flob, and have it look nice? This town has gre&gmial to be the pretty, old
historic town that is hiding beneath the lack afeca

We have Willard Brook State park. Its nice tait is in Ashby. We should build a public park inehSquanacook elementry
school.

the kids need a skateboard area and a reargadice like Lunenburg has

Ball fields are atrocious

would love to see the railtrail connect fronp@eel into ashby and beyond

We have a unique opportunity to create a réore rail trail along the unused railroad bedeTbwn should support the
volunteer group engaged in this effort.

Other than school grounds, | am not sure wtierge recreational areas are.

Tennis courts at Hawthorne Brook are abandoned

I am dissapointed that the town does not miairatiad keep up kids kountry playground and parkat® to donate the money
for this upkeep. Helping out is one thing but havia raise money and pay for the full amount okepp is not ok.

Teenagers need somewhere to go. A skatebodedvpald be great as well as a teen center.

Need somewhere for teenagers to "hang outhand fun while staying out of trouble or creatimticks". Something
organized.

tennis court at HBMS should be a priority

There are many existing organizations in thentthat, if they worked together, could make arggrompact on the recreational
options for all residents of Townsend. These ineltite Recreation Department, Townsend Recreathaxtality Council, the
Boy and Girl Scouts, the Council on Aging, Kids Ky Playground, the schools and many others.

Need the rail trail

My children are almost adults so we don't uselmrecreational facilities in town anymore. It u@be nice to have some type
of teen center like Lunenburg does.

I understand the need for recreation ...belielse our schools need to work hand and hand twétrecreation department, why
should we pay double taxes to build facilitiesdbildren, Recreation programs are outside of schoots and the recreation
department should have full access to the buildings

when we move to townsend in 1983 we had 3 $ermirts..( i dont play tennis, this did not reatigke any impact on me)
but...we never maintained any of them...we now fegeat HBMS, which i belive there are huge crackise one downside in
this town is the inability to maintain anythingwas really excited about the possible rail trait townsend being
townsend....we would never maintain it, and thiwauld be as an embarassment as Townsend HillRaareal road.!

The town needs to support the people and esdpettie children of this community and see whatytkan do to get a
recreational facility.

| haven't made as much use of the recreatwlititzs as | would like, thus | feel relatively infiormed to answer this question.
Our recreational fields are horrible. | haverb®ld by coaches of other towns that are fietdsat fit for games. | have
showed up to volunteer days and turned mulch, attéondeweed baseball fields, flipped bleecherddan up the mess,
warned parents of broken seating, donated bee spraynest at parks and schools, and a lot mdrave a comment that |
continuously announce each time | labor at ondese sites and it is this, "l will gladly vote famy chairperson or
selectmen/women that shows up with a wrake or shoveelp.” When it comes time to vote there agmsiand picketers
everywhere, but when we need lines put on a figlass mowed, or spring clean up Townsend Towntdaik its back.

Rail trail, please! and tennis courtsand skaeet park, at minimum.

We need a place for teens!

| take my daughter to neighboring towns duaéolack of attractive outdoor facilities here jmung ones. WE DO LOVE
OUR NEW LIBRARY, however! Would love to see adudtreational activities such as yoga, pilates, weteobics,
Jazzercize, kick-boxing - with classes that areallt held in town

My children are 4-legged. | think there arewgtofacilities for 2-legged children. | actuallyeldgss of the tax dollar that | pay
than those who have 2-legged children. | would &ikeermanent dog-only park. Currently, | use thenfr tennis courts at the
middle school, but | have to close very poorly neimed chain-link doors to do this. | think someat® lives in the area uses
one of the tennis courts as a shortcut for theirhilke use. Considering I've been harassed byhandiirt bike user in my
neighborhood who started buzzing my home aftenigained to the police because they were using thietibike in an area
where it is not legal, | am emphatic about creatirdpg-friendly area in the town.

| think more places for teen's would be greaskate park ?? Not sure if this falls within tealm of this survey

People need to do more for themselves instetiek down having to supply it for them

I know there are halls and such for adultssig, but there is usually a fee. It would be a tredoes benefit to the town to have
a community recreation center at least for the gaaotults of the town. Not sure what the adults Waded.

. Townsend kids..AND TEENS need places for rémmeaWe have nothing here for them, and no waytiem to get anywhere.
. This needs to be balanced against availabisfuwithout becoming class warfare(seniors vs yoiurttthe end the youth always

outlast the seniors - then they get theirs.
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42.
43.

For the very young we have some good facilitidSids Kountry and the schools after hours. Forafe 10-18 crowd we have
nothing. We have some for-fee organized sportsoaedbasketball court at Spaulding. We need basketidtennis courts
around town as well as open space for pick-up lzdisébotball and volleyball - just open fields Wwitut grass. These kids have
no place to go. Monitoring of youngsters faceboales indicates there are a lot of troubled kidswn who might not be if
they had something to do. We, the adults, do ne¢ @ organize everything for them We do need tkenfacilities available so
that the kids can develop normally. Since the sksheon't let them run at lunch and they can ongyports for a fee, these
kids are being denied the fundamental childhoodsuees of being able to run around, play roughesed get hurt. The result
is that they turn to available pleasures such eabfaok, sex and drugs.

need bike paths

I am not in favor of Townsend spending any nyamerecreation facilities until our schools araded properly.

QUESTION 8 COMMENTS:

wn e
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©

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
15.

16.

17.

29.

Townsend offers nothing

some things needed so people would come to wwvihand businesses can thrive

I think the activities that are more broad ahahterest to more people should be the focus.jikitwhat a select few are most
interested in.

I think things like golf, mini golf, skate parkse fine if they are part of private development.

Serious study should go into saturation by &seandeavors.

I think that we need these recreational faesitibut we already have many of them.

We're not a city, yards are more plentiful here.

We need more options: like golf, tennis coustssketball courts, snow tube... Things like thos&hat if we bring private
companies to offer recreation in our town?

So hard to please everyone...but how do yospldese most people? | feel strongly about havirajldrail that hooks into the
others in the area. | have always felt towns shealtburage swimming lessons for all children, lmut would need a pool to do
that. Would they have to be able to afford lessamsould they be provided????

All of these things sound great. | would haveheck "stongly agree" to all (except huniting) bm guessing we don't have the
funds necessary to move forward on all fronts atséime time. | would like to see us place an eniploasbuilding the rail-trail
first.

if you want kids to get some excersie, giverthmaces to do it!

Most of the items | checked as "Neutral" aiegh | believe are very important, but we alreadyénthem in our area so we do
not need to commit more town resources.

Having facilities where people of all ages ganto enjoy their family or find other people wihmilar interests would benefit
everyone. The challenge is the cost. The statsdmson passes to some of its facilities and pragram

School superintendent told me tennis courtmar@eeded, nor used in 2007.

exisiting fields need to be upgraded and maiathvs new ones. playground at Squannacook Edrilghood and Spaulding
needs to be repaired and updated

People already use the HBMS field as a dog yaukcan not walk through there without ruiningarf shoes. It is really
disgusting that they refuse to clean up after thegs.

Some of these interests either already exiateprovided outside the immediate borders of Ta@md. However, we should
make the existing space more usable and accessit#sidents.

Some of these things we already have whicheatgWould love to see a dog area where dogs legroff-leash.

If we had a bike trail, it would provide a "safrea for rollerblading, jogging, and biking.

. The #1 recreational need is a bike trail.
. We need our sports fields cared for that & Hn my list. Second on my list is Timberly Paslaigreat neighborhood with no

playground/park. | would love to see a park witleraced in playground, and a basketball court forkids to have a location to
play instead of in the middle of the street. Thérdhe rail trail. That would be a wonderful asgetany of the above
mentioned activities.

Based on community interest, | would thinkithiétrail and skateboarding would rise to the &sppriorities. ANYTHING the
town could do to improve the quality of communifg ffor our young would be an improvement.

. A multiple use center would be great! Big viaietown pool!

Did the VFW area have a town beach once? Thatdibe nice; | wouldn't have to go to Westford. tdego to Willard Brook
for swimming. We already have a lovely golf coursny extension of Rails to Trails would take cafe o
running/jogging/rollerblading and bicycling. Comnityngardens at this day and age is almost a négesseryone deserves to
know where their produce actually comes from! Ifvee a great over-all facility that provides ai@@rof activities for
families, we may not need neighborhood parks

. The Harbor bike trail 8 million paved to TowndeCenter. 100K unpaved all the way to Mason,Ntdit system. It would be a

great tourist attraction. Go see the rails trailthie tiny town of Mason, NH. These put Townsenditame not the bike trail in
Pepperell. -- Snowmoblies in the winter, horse likds the rest of the year - beautiful.

. We need a safe place for our teens to gattlate park / rec center / basketball courts

| listed most things as not needed as tmostlezady established or available within our tonoimally.

If the existing tennis / basketball courts awthorne could be repaired that would be grean‘tadeed any more than that.
You'd have a mini-recreational area right theréliie library. Use existing spaces for recreatidonr't take away any more
wooded areas.

a bunch of us were talking the other day hogpahds ice cream was to also put in a mini-golf@mdng range. very
disappointed that it has not been put in yet. alsat happened to the ice skate rink?
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30.

31.
32.

33.

34.

ATV & dirt bike riding area. Many people woutdme, it should be fee-based & self-supporting.ntt as destructive as the
environmental folks make it out to be - they argemely biased against motor sports.

It seems like we already have some of thesgshiso | wasn't sure what to say for those.

Many of these we already have and are checkedtaneeded. What we do not need and must praribill forms of motor
sports. These so-called sports have a footprintilefs and are intrusive and detrimental to thegieMandowners enjoyment of
his property. They WILL result in lawsuits.

A town beach sounds nice if we can restrict itesidents (Lexington does). But where would it Biee river is polluted and the
pond is not suitable without disturbing non-humabitat.

We have miles of trails already. They need magutee only because we do not enforce the prohilsigmainst bikes and
ATVs. | certainly do not want unnaturally manicurad paved trails.

Turning the rail trail into a reality would lbery nice, as we like the one that runs from Pegptr Nashua, and would like to
see one in Townsend.

I am not in favor of Townsend spending any nyamerecreation until our schools are funded prigper

QUESTION 9 COMMENTS:

1.
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as my daughter gets older-we do not frequenesafithe above. squannacook river besides fishidgoaating-is there a
walking path????

I will look for info on the town Web site --wtould be a great help.

These are my escape. | take my camera andledtexies, and love that there is so much variegpace to get away from
every day stresses.

Field conditions at Squannacook Meadows isriible shape as compared to other towns in the area

I need to know where all these good places are!

i didn't even know most of these places existed

Life seems to be too busy to have time to md@ngthing recreational!

I'm too new to know all of these

Just retired so this will increase

| don't use the Senior Center but my mothes gdig¢he time

We use these places once, maybe twice a yeawdlld use sidewalks on Route 13(out further tamcester Road)"very
often"”.

We need our own trail rail.

Residents should not have trepass on privaggepy to access the Squannacook River or its gnialitaries.

I guess we don't know where these areas axe haver been told or know how to find out.

school playgrounds when my boys were younger.

Howard park? Don't know where that one is.

Howard park could be used more except for tgeah Howard St. (the last house on the right) tinaatens people and makes
it impossible to take children there to play.

Don't get out as much as | would like - butgam know that these places are available.

The field conditions for sports are sub pan Kids need better spaces for athletics.

Just moved here...plan to start visiting asynwdrthese as possible..

I would like more information about these si&ed can explore them with my family.

Not sure of the official names but we like ffeek on the opposite side of the Spaulding Schodlthe park behind
Squanacook. We are at the fields behind HawthoroelBpratcially everyday. And we play at Squann&ddeadows a few
days a week.

Basbanes Trail - Google and | have never hefatd no Google Earth. Are you sure it even eXist

Craven Field -- Even the Pepperell Little Leagte doesn't know where it is: http://www.eteamz.dopepperellll/locations/
We need better documentation on what is avaifal biking and hiking in the town itself.

I don't know where Howard park, Basbanes tradld meetinghouse park are.

Frankly, | don't know where all the recreat@eas are. Could use some information on this.

Why is Townsend State Forest not on this list?

need to provide more information about whaiviglable. | have lived here 30+ years and havemnkeeard about some of these
places

QUESTION 10 COMMENTS:

1.
2.

A rail trail connecting with other rail trailsould be amazing!

The new library/senior center is situated onIBydRoad. However, there isn't a safe place to walbudley Road to reach the
library or senior center. Considering the retiretrieme is a few doors down, its a missed opponpitseniors and their
neighbors.

The rail trail would alleviate many issues whikes, kids, and people on the busy Rt. 119. Madardor all!

The rail trail is a must. The town should mokead with this without delay. Other biking areasildcadd tremendously to the
desirability of Townsend.

Stop cars on 119 who won't stop for pedestridasy Dangerous!!

The safer you can make the roads maybe we dlthildren become more active riding bikes. Tliersae make athletic
facilities and or town recreation centers maybeeawildren will get back into sports.
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10.

11.
14.

15.
16.

17.

18.

19.
20.

21.

27.
28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

35.

It would be great to have the trains out hegrgdut if that is impossible, then turning itard rail trail would be great.
Widening town roads would only increase the spegil.|State roads should be widened because bilsrshem all the time
and it is very dangerous. Bike lanes might helgidewalk along 119 would be great too

I would like to have sidewalks on the highwayss very dangerous to walk along these roadss ®himore important than a
rail to trail path.

Children living a mile or less from school hdeen encouraged to walk to school but the towmbagrovided a safe place
(aka sidewalks) for them to walk to NMRS for instan

Well-maintained sidewalks among the centeowhton major roads would be helpful to create nudr@ small town
community feeling, which Townsend is lacking. Grégodowntown is a great example of a small downtasith a real small,
close-knit community feeling; with the sidewalksahghout downtown Groton, community members ar@eraged to walk
from shop to shop downtown or simply to stroll thhgh downtown. It creates such a nice small towthirfgelt also helps to
bring up local real estate value.

Bicycle and pedestrian safety comes well erggetktrails and sidewalks, not from stricter spead enforcement.

I would not allow my children to bike on Rt 1&@en with a bike lane as the traffic is too heangl the speed limit is too fast to
safely allow biking. | think more children and adulvould walk if there was a safer avenue for themvalk on. My husband
and | would love to be able to walk from Timberfeek to the center but it is not possible to dd ttv in a safe and pleasant
manner.

Money appropriated for sidewalk engineeringrager been done!!

I walk and/or bicycle in Townsend almost evéay and | am appalled at how biased we are towgetling places by driving.
What few sidewalks we have go a mile or so and step in the middle of nowhere. What few crosswalkshave go from a
parking lot to a church or funeral parlor. Therads even a crosswalk to town hall, without pregdtme light and stopping
multiple lanes of traffic at a major intersectidmwinter, the sidewalks around the town common tedschools are not
cleared after snowfalls. We need to become a matking-friendly town.

Safety has to be the issue. If there are dheasan be used where bikes do not have to comptitears (and trucks) that is a
good situation.

It is truely unexeptable that there is no pededyway from the center of town to Townsend Harnd N.M.H.S. Either a
sidewalk or winter maintained bike trail is a ness$ty for Townsend.

I think the rail bed through Townsend Harboultidbe a great project and would be happy to asstbit.

| also believe that most kids and adults domiwv what side of the road to walk on when themoisidewalk. We should also
have walking safety training. It just might savidel

My children often ask me if they can ride thekes to school and | am just so afraid of thetkhspace there is for them to
ride their bikes on the main roads

. we need to do create a safer e environmentiofih bicyclists and motor vehicles..it is gettatangerous for both

MOST ROADS ARE TO NARROW WHICH IS A SAFETY IS&J
Developing a rail trail would bring many betefnd link us to surrounding communities that wiis feature

. This is the most important need in Townsendason this survey! Side walks and bike trailowdes recreation and health!

Bike lanes are not necessary and seem to uteadew problems. Side walks would be nice. Theeens to be a lot of walkers
who travel in and out of Timberly park headed ktotthe high school/shopping area and to the carftewn. So 119 from
high school to town center.

Speed bumps on roads where speeding occunsasfteare highly populated.

I'm not sure parents at this day and age walldd/ their kids to walk to school anymore. It'different world. Not sure that
widening the roads would do the trick; we can'nsée adequately maintain the size of our roads now.

As mentioned above - See Mason's Rail Tradw lcost, beautiful and empty. A place for many g/périders to venture. NO
WHEELED VECHILES - ATV - Dirt Bikes

With regards to the bike safety training, bisgs don't seem to realize that "share the roaatke/both ways, and that it's
illegal for them to ride side-by-side on the roBetyclist seem to think laws only work in their fav

Opening the rail trail would provide a safe @ngbyable route for people in one of town to retiehother end without having
to travel on 119. | would take my kids to the cemtietown / library / playground more often via bikkom Timberly park if |

did not have to take them on 119. Given the spaddraffic on 119 | do not take them to the centeBike. It would also
allow people from the center / west townsend aceeskike to the Harbor and activities on this sidiéown.

With bussing becoming an issue and more childegng forced to walk/bike to school, it needbéomade safer for those
children.

sidewalks on 119 near the high school

the rail trail would be awesome for peopleidie there bikes to the common. its almost impossilolw to ride your bike with
kids to the common. a side walk on 119 might aksp lthis issue, but i think the rail trail would bBevesome. Look how much it
has added to ayer and pepperell.

We don't need sidewalks on all roads. We dd setewalks on much of Main street and especialsoee blind curve areas.
There should be more cycling in town. The policecht do their parts by citing/educating cycligteating on the wrong side
of the road. without proper lights after dark, aating as though they were pedestrians and notheshi

Kids should be walking to schools if less that hifes or so and should otherwise be walking taredimed pick-up points. Bus
costs could also be reduced this way, but the bigefit is in getting these kids walking. They vbi# healthier and wide away
when class starts.
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36. Build sidewalk wide enough for people to watkl@ycleists to ride together along the entire MatinDevelop MBTA
commuter rail for the commuters to reduce traffimtigh town.

37. No place to bike at all, as | live off 119. 1§00 dangerous to bike/walk along. Also, wheakie walks in Townsend, | go to
the center, but after a little while the sidewalksaway and | have to walk in the road.

38. Townsend doesn't have the money for any ofstii§

QUESTION 11 COMMENTS:

1. This would provide a good opportunity for colelgound kids to have community service to add éir typplications.

2. | think usage fees would discourage use of thasarather than increasing revenues.

3. luse many of the trail systems in this arealaty. It is upsetting to see the trash that fs.lsome by the users them selves the
rest by the drop by persons who don't want to payee to dispose of items properly. Many of thioee couches end up in the
woods........ So | don't know how it would be poksib have payment made by the offenders. Volurdags would be good
with a free town pick up or a call number to reparge or dangerous items that have been dropgexhdhe side of the road. |
pick up trash regularly but get frustrated with luge items | can not remove personally and Ifpayhe hazardous material |
pick up as well as the tires and lamps.

4. Cannot our present town employees write gramtthiese purposes?

5. Maybe yearly or bi-yearly do a fund raiser foe parks.

6. Hate to charge usage fees. Always better toganteers, or money from elsewhere. Grant writeul have to bring enough
money to cover salary plus some. There are alwaygpg around town that need community service haarsvish list of jobs
would need to be posted online with name of a @dtarson who can keep track of who is doing eask.t

7. This question should read...11 Maintenance iztieg "and future" town Open Space...

8. survey is too long

9. In order to be successful at raising funds todayhave to have many ways of attracting monegoAklling maps etc...

10. Usage fees are a good idea but | don't seelmymcan be implemented.

11. The children can "give back" when it comeshise areas. There are Eagle Scout projects frooo@st in Townsend, and some

of these could involve recreation areas. Young [eeapthe churches have to put in service time,aahdts should be setting
that example. It is always nice to get donations that is not guaranteed. A reasonable usagevfdea seasonal pass amount,
per person, and a slightly greater one if it isfpenily could work.

12. Small usage fees are okay as long as the f=etganaintanance--not to the cost of collectiregfée

13. Can'treally make a decision regarding taxdsrorg of personnel without knowing how much thisuld cost

14. | would like to see/learn about a committesdlicit volunteers, volunteer grant writers, coaating school/scout projects with
other volunteer outlets.

15. Rely on volunteers and children is pretty mighplan in place at the moment and does not clibiwnsend has grown and is
growing. If we want these things then we need talfthem.

16. All of the above should do it!

17. All state and federal parks charge a usagdffgeu pay for it you'll take care of it.

18. On the last question, it would depend on howhthe usage fees would be.

19. Taxes and fees must be mutually exclusive.
We maintain things with taxes to make them avélalot because everyone uses them (think fire depat). We must be
rigorous in prosecuting those who would vandalizetberwise abuse our good will. Volunteers cartewgrant applications -
not all can use a shovel. Scouts are great for tinigortunately Townsend has a terrible scoutiragmam. If we could harness
the time and energy wasted in the NMRSD we coutdt@dl done - but don't get me started on that.

20. Usage fee only for large groups

QUESTION 12 COMMENTS:

I'm not qualified to manage anything!

Maybe in the future but my plate is full at thement.

I would be happy to engage in these efforts ashnas | can!

I've never done much like this but | think I'niling.

Ah...this is the problem with volunteers. Theg all very busy and no one has time. Or | sedabes all over town when a job

needs to be done. And those of us that do voluhi@ez a limited number of hours and are committeather

groups...historical society,church groups, etc....

. My husband and | are very active with the Histdrsociety and do not have a large amount obetitne for other activites

7. |l am already spread thin with other volunteenootments to the point of letting some dear to ragrh lapse, but recreation
means a lot to me. | would love to help where I.can

8. Devon Skerritt, dmskerritt@gmail.com

9. lalready do and will continue to do so. Buturgkers is not the answer here. Funds are needed.

10. | would be very willing to work on a committeeat is dedicated to ALL usage for recreation,jost that geared toward 2-
legged children. If that is the goal, feel freeetmtact me at carolyn.a.upham@gmail.com.

11. 1 am already a volunteer for other projects amdalready spread too thin.

12. Most of the programs/projects that i have saerby the Town Rec Committee are terrible. Nevdézahip need to be in place
for these projects to succeed.

arODE

QUESTION 13 COMMENTS:
1. Other than obvious | am not well educated orewsttipplies for Townsend and issues around them.
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7
8.
9.
10.

I would like to see less use of fertilizers dwedbicides for lawn maintanence.

I know where the aquifer is for Timberlee pdram not sure of the exact location of the other®wn.

most of them, most of towsend is damp,wet, amest

I know of the water supply to Timberlee Park bot other areas.

This makes me nervous. Why is drinking watemeweing debated. Our water supply comes first anetier people
understand it or not shouldn't make a differencha®ver needs to be done to protect our water dhimitlone no questions
asked. This sounds like the people are being afkdd alright if we have poor water supply'stown. And if that is the case is
this a preventative measure to make it known tiatdwn is not accepting responsibility for watenditions. | as a resident
expect perfect water conditions and nothing lesswiDat ever is necessary to keep us healthy.

How is this information made publicly available?

i think there should be a push on using nafierdlizer. Yard Spice is at our earth fair evesay and there stuff is great.

I know where some wells are (Timberlee and Westnsend), but not others.

The water department is a mystery if you hawela

QUESTION 14 COMMENTS:

2.
3.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
16.

And education of the young, so the future of Misend's History might be of more value to the gexteration.

what colonial village appearance?

One man's "historically significant" buildingasother man's eyesore claptrap that needs tamedon. Some should be
preserved, in my opinion, and some should notspsat others would say the same thing, but havieaaht notion of which
are which.

Why isn't more effort made to promote the tovinigsorical assets?

I know very little about Townsend from an Histat account and enjoyed talking to one of the lgemén at the town hall one
afternoon about some of the historic information.

Townsend has a lot of offer - antiquing, outdiear, but we need to focus more on preserving etitdge and improving our
landscape architecture.

The colonial village aspect has been lost aRagte 119 as it has be come a semi-strip mall fftmCenter towards the
Harbor. One way to return to a more rural setigng have Routes 13 and 119 by pass the centemofas they did in Milford
with Rte 101 going around the town center.

Years ago the children did a "Townsend Projiecttie third grade. By visiting historical sitesisavering questions about
Townsend's history, etc...they, and their familéesned alot about this town. Wish they would brngimilar project back to
the schools, if they have not already.

I would prefer a more modern and functional lemlour downtown area.

| feel that the Historical Society accomplisineginy of these goals.

Regarding a walking tour, | think that a rail trabuld be a huge advantage for our historic distri Townsend Harbor. This is
another area where | think we are too car-frienRly.119 is no place to be on foot touring histlriguildings.

I would like to see the center of town sprugpdalthough | realize that with the shopping cetitere, it will never have the
character it once had. The shopping center sevehelgpens the look of town.

I have lived in Townsend for 14 years and lemimamed to say that | don't know that much abautadwn. It is full of history
and | for one would like to learn more about it. Klgs have learned about it in school but what abie&iadults and
newcomers?

What colonial village are you referring? Thigvh looks like most any non historical town

Significant buildings that are in major disresould be gotten rid of. Waste of time and moteegreserve something that is
ready to fall down.

maps

I love history. Growing up in Boston and sumding towns, history has always been a priorityc@irse Townsend should
preserve and promote all it has to offer.

Walking tour maps? along a rail trail? Picrieag on the Harbor?

| just recently started researching Townserdiggresidents from the 1800's due to the disgoetold beams in our house
with initials and such carved into them. If we dgreserve such history now, it will diminish.

Look to the future

Define historically significant. If privatelyaned, then public hours are at the owners disaretidy. Townsend history should
be taught in our schools - along with Pepperell Aslaby to be fair. The less of the Boston-appras&dcurriculum the better.
Some of our historic building are beyond preseoratiConsider these as opportunities lost. Leamfit and move on.
Remember that these too will one day be considedric times so let's us not prevent our pregtry from showing
through.
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